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Abstract

Ankyra, the capital of Rome’s Galatia Province, with its temple dedicated to the first emperor and the

goddess Rome has brought to the present day a very important document. The temple, which carries

on its walls the autobiography of Emperor Augustus, has resisted time and brought intact engraved

on its stones this inscription dubbed Res Gestae Divi Augusti. Due to its importance, the inscription

was presented to the scientific community by being copied many times for about three hundred and

fifty years from the 16th century to the end of the 19th century. We witness that Giovanni Leonardi,

a pharmacist from Ankara, also contributed to the adventure of preparing a copy of the inscription,

which can be presented in its entire text, with the Greek inscription on the southeast cella wall being
the key in the places where certain segments of the Latin inscription on the pronaos of the temple
was damaged. Assigned as an officer for the preservation and monitoring of the temple during the
last quarter of the 19th century, G. Leonardi in an appraisal report conveys the state of the temple at
that time and also offers the first Ottoman Turkish translation of the inscription. This article introduces

Leonardi in the light of available information, provides an edition and evaluation of his translation.
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Oz

Roma’nin Galatia Eyaleti’nin baskenti olan Ankyra, ilk imparatora ve Tanrica Roma‘ya adanmis
tapinadi ile giiniimiize cok 6nemli bir belge iletmistir. imparator Augustus’un otobiyografisini
duvarlarinda tasiyan tapinak, zamana direnerek taglarina kazili olan ve Res Gestae Divi Augusti adlyla
anilan yaziti ulastirmistir. Yazit, 6Gneminden 6tiri 16. yizyildan, 19. yizyil sonlarina kadar yaklasik ¢
yuz elli yil boyunca bir ¢ok kereler kopyalanarak bilim cevrelerine sunulmustur. Tapinagin
pronaosunda bulunan Latince yazitin bazi kisimlari tahrip olmakla birlikte, glineydogu cella duvarin-
da yer alan Yunanca yazitin anahtar olmasiyla bir bitin olarak sunulabilen bu ¢cok 6nemli belgenin
kopyasinin alinmasi macerasina Ankarali bir eczaci olan Giovanni Leonardi‘nin de katki sagladigina
tanik olmaktayiz. 19. yizyilin son ¢eyreginde tapinagin korunmasi ve gézetilmesine memur olarak
atanmis olan G. Leonardi, bir ekspertiz raporu ile hem tapinadin o glinkl durumunu aktarmakta hem
de yazitin ilk Osmanlica gevirisini sunmaktadir. Bu makale Leonardi’yi, ulasilabilen bilgiler i1sidinda
tanitmakta ve hazirlamis oldugu ceviriyi sunup degerlendirmektedir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Res Gestae Divi Augusti, Roma ve Augustus Tapinagi, Ankara, Giovanni
Leonardi.
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